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To: Charles Goerens  

       Member of the European Parliament 

       Standing rapporteur on PCD 

 

Brussels, 13 February 2013 

 

 

Subject: Proposals of items for discussion and collaboration on PCD 

 

 

Dear Charles Goerens, 

 

 

Although it is already February, we would still like to wish you a 

happy new year. We look forward to working with you in the 

coming year in order to keep Policy Coherence for Development 

high on the agenda of the European Parliament. Ahead of our 

meeting on the 20
th

 of February, in this letter we would like to 

propose a few topics for the agenda. 

 

We are pleased that your mandate was confirmed in the DEVE 

committee and that you can now begin your work with clarity on 

expectations. We appreciate that some elements that CONCORD 

highlighted as important for further progress have been included. 

We are keen to discuss with you how to implement your mandate in 

practice, in particular your role in facilitating PCD-focused dialogue 

across parliamentary committees. 

  

This year, CONCORD will continue to work with the aim to raise 

awareness and political attention on PCD – especially among 

decision-makers not tasked with development policy in their 

everyday work. We believe that your mandate greatly supports this 

agenda and we hope to discuss with you in more detail how we can 

involve these decision makers.  

 

Only by sharing a clearly defined understanding of what PCD is and 

agreeing that it must take priority and become an integral part of 

all policy-making can we truly advance towards development 

objectives of eradication of poverty and the realization of human 

rights across the globe.  
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ActionAid International  

ADRA  

ALDA  

APRODEV 

Austria: Globale Verantwortung 

CONCORD Belgium 

Bulgaria: BPID 

CARE International  

Caritas Europa  

CBM International  

CIDSE  

Cyprus: CYINDEP  

Czech Republic: FoRS 

CONCORD Denmark 

Estonia: AKU  

EU-CORD 

Eurostep 

Finland: Kehys 

France: Coordination SUD 

Germany: VENRO 

Greece 

Handicap International 

Hungary: HAND 

IPPF European Network 

Islamic Relief Worldwide 

Ireland: Dochas 

Italy: ONG Italiane 

Latvia: Lapas 

LU  Lithuanian development NGO umbrella 

Luxembourg: Cercle 

Malta: SKOP 

Netherlands: Partos 

Oxfam International  

Plan International  

Poland: Grupa Zagranica 

Portugal: Plataforma ONGD  

Romania: FOND 

Save the Children International 

Slovakia: MVRO 

Slovenia: SLOGA  

Solidar 

Spain: CoNgDe 

CONCORD Sweden 

Terres des hommes IF  

United Kingdom: BOND 

World Vision International 

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)  
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We are keen to exchange with you on the needed improvement of key institutional tools and 

mechanisms that should enable European policy-makers to operationalize the PCD obligation. 

 

A specific opportunity arises in 2013 with the revision of the European Commission’s impact assessment 

system and we would like to discuss how you wish to influence this process as well as to further develop 

the new impact assessment mechanism in the European Parliament, with a focus on PCD. 

 

With regard to operationalizing PCD in day-to-day policy-making, the Council Conclusions on PCD of May 

2012
i
 have opened promising avenues towards valuable progress. This includes reinforcing the 

evidence-based approach and improving coordination mechanisms and implementation within the EU 

institutions and the Member States. In addition, the Council emphasizes the need for strengthening the 

dialogue on PCD in Europe and with partner countries involving institutions, including the European and 

national parliaments, as well as civil society organizations. Importantly the Council recommends to 

include the issues of PCD systematically in the regular dialogue with partner countries to better assess 

the i pact of EU policies at cou try le el a d the i teractio  ith part er cou tries’ policies , ith a 
crucial  role to be taken up by the EU Delegations. 

 

At CONCORD, we welcome these orientations as we encourage the increased inclusion of Southern 

stakeholders in dialogues to ensure that our efforts in Europe are understood and manifested from the 

bottom up.  An essential aspect of this is to systematically record our findings, and best practices and 

integrate them into further learning. At the European Parliament  level, the facts-finding missions could 

be strategically used for that purpose.  

 

Your mandate is a fundamental asset to contribute to the thorough follow up of the Council Conclusion 

and infuse new ideas and practices to develop multi-stakeholders dialogues on EU policy impacts and 

PCD. We look forward to hearing from you about any plans you may have in these regards, and how we 

could bring our support. For example, we are prepared to facilitate meetings with our partners in 

countries or otherwise provide information or advice through our years of experience in working with 

people in local communities.  

 

Equally important is to focus on specific examples of policies where improvements in terms of increased 

coherence with development objectives can be made and through which it can be easily demonstrated 

how PCD can help advance the fight against poverty. The EU has a real opportunity to perform global 

leadership on PCD.  In the light of the upcoming agenda of the European Parliament, we would like to 

discuss with you specifically the PCD issues in relation to the Common Agricultural Policy (Plenary vote in 

March), biofuels , corporate financial and non-financial transparency, and the post-2015 framework
ii
 

(upcoming report of Filip Kaczmarek). 

 

Finally, we would be curious to know how you may prepare for integrating PCD within the future ALDE 

election programme.  

 

We look forward to our meeting on 20 February and hope that we can discuss in more depth the above-

mentioned points. 
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Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Laust Gregersen 

Chair of CONCORD PCD group 

 

 

 

                                                             
i http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st09/st09317.en12.pdf 
ii The result of Co issio ’ co sultatio  o  post-2015 show that PCD as the single most important (new) instrument to 

integrate in the new framework: A  i e se ajority of respo de ts ade it clear that Policy Cohere ce for Development 

(PCD) is fundamental for the success of development outcomes, and should therefore be placed at the very heart of the post-

5 de elop e t age da.  REPORT ON THE CONSULTATION PROCESS ON "TOWARDS A POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT 

FRAMEWORK  p. 7 http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/millenium-development-goals/documents/12-12-06_report-final.pdf 
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