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MFF 2021-2027 trialogue: CONCORD calls on the European Parliament to reverse cuts
to Heading VI and the NDICI, and to set the thematic programme of the NDICI at
11,49%

We have 10 years left to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals; the world is facing a
global sanitary and climate crisis; and civil society, human rights, and multilateralism face
unprecedented pressure. This is the context amidst which the MFF 2021-2027 is being
negotiated. The European Council, in July 2020, proposed a reduction to Heading VI and to
the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) by 10%,
and a further decrease to the already stretched thematic pillar. Heading VI and the NDICI will
be the EU’s primary tool for supporting partner countries to recover from the COVID-19
pandemic.

CONCORD is convinced that reducing the level of support to international cooperation will
undermine the EU’s role as a global actor, geopolitical ambitions, ability to support partners’
recovery from COVID-19 and commitment to implement the 2030 Agenda and the Paris
Agreement. CONCORD therefore calls on the Parliament to reverse the cuts to Heading
VI - by bringing it to at least 9,6% of the MFF budget - and the cuts to the NDICI - by
bringing it back to the EC’s 2018 proposal of €78,994 billion in 2018 prices.

CONCORD is particularly concerned with the reduction of resources for the thematic pillar
agreed upon by the European Council. The amount presented in the European
Commission’s 2018 proposal for the thematic pillar was already very low. In contrast, a huge
increase in non-programmable funding has been proposed at a time when partners will need
to be able to rely on long-term programmable development funding. The European
Parliament acknowledged that this was problematic in its 2019 report on the NDICI and
requested the share of the thematic pillar to be brought to 11,49% of the NDICI’s budget.
Although flexibility is important, we suggest that the Parliament recalibrates flexibility
and reliability within the instrument by increasing the thematic pillar to its proposed
share (11,49%) and reducing the ‘emerging challenges and priority cushion’.
CONCORD would like to stress again that given the shrinking of civil society and democratic
space, which has further intensified during the COVID-19 pandemic, the funding for the
thematic pillar, which hosts the Civil Society and the Human Rights and Democracy
programmes, needs to be increased. The thematic pillar also hosts the Global Challenges
programme, which is crucial to implementing the SDGs, and aims at supporting critical
global and transregional actions and global health actors that have been at the center of the
EU’s COVID-19 response. An insufficient level of funding will undermine their operations.
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