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EU seven year development aid instrument finally agreed — but
tarnished by EU migration politics

Brussels, 18 December 2020 - CONCORD, the Confederation of relief and development NGOs,
welcomes Member States’ endorsement of the political agreement reached with the
European Parliament on the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation
Instrument (NDICI) today. With an urgent need for funds amidst the COVID-19 recovery, it's
important not to further delay progress towards the 2030 Agenda. The international
development aid in this instrument is an essential tool to support EU partner countries and
communities to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), so we welcome in
particular the inclusion of a strong and legally binding Official Development Assistance
(ODA) target of 93%.

However, the outcome is in parts shameful. The Member States agreed on deep cuts to the
budgetary envelope in July. These cuts send an alarming signal about European solidarity
with the rest of the world. Further, the EU Member States' demand that partner countries’
cooperation with EU migration politics be a condition for funding has been partially
accepted. “We have said it before — any kind of migration conditionality is wrong.
Development assistance must help to reduce poverty and inequalities in partner countries;
it must support the most marginalised people and contribute to achieving the 2030
Agenda”, said Tanya Cox, CONCORD’s Director. “Limiting the use of leverage to only 10% of
the overall budget averted a worse outcome. But we are still concerned about the impact
that this compromise may have on marginalised communities around the world and on the
availability of sufficient funds to tackle poverty and inequality. The devil will be in the detail
of this text, and we will continue to work with the EU institutions to maintain the overall
integrity of development aid.”

Civil society had also called for the objectives of this aid instrument to be strengthened to
explicitly align it with the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and poverty
reduction and so we welcome that this is now part of the agreement. “We are pleased to
hear there will be strong targets on gender equality, human development and climate
change included. We ask that the political commitment made to strengthen the
programmes for global challenges, human rights and democracy, civil society and peace and
stability, is translated into an urgent injection of additional funds to them. These
programmes are particularly important for responding to the worsening political and
socio-economic consequences of COVID-19,” said Céline Giertta (Policy and Advocacy
Coordinator, Concord Sweden).

CONCORD now urges the incoming Portuguese Presidency of the Council and the European
Parliament to take the necessary steps to finalise the text as soon as possible. CONCORD
looks forward to seeing the final text adopted so that the EU’s 2021-2027 development
programmes can begin.
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