
*this analysis is based on a recent draft but will be updated  
once the final version is published
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External Investment Plan (Sept 2016)

The Global Strategy for the EU’s foreign and security policy (Dec 2016)

European Consensus on Development (June 2017)

A new Africa-Europe alliance for sustainable investment and jobs (Sept 2018)

Staff working document on inequalities (June 2019)

NDICI 2021-2027 pre-programming instructions (Feb 2019)

The international dimensions of the European Green Deal (Dec 2019)

The international dimension of the digital agenda (Feb 2020)

Towards an EU-Africa Strategy (March 2020)

Global EU response to COVID-19 (April 2020)

DEVCO’s Strategic Plan 2020-2024 (October 2020)

NDICI 2021-2027 programming guidelines* (end of 2020)

Gender Action Plan III (Nov 2020)

Borrell Doctrine (Dec 2020)

Union of Equality: Strategy for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2021-2030 (March 2021)

Neighbourhood Development and International Cooperation Instrument 2021-2027 *

EU-ACP Agreement (preamble, general provisions and strategic priorities,  
not regional protocols) (March 2021?)* 

SCOREBOARD FOR THE EU’S ACTIONS TO TACKLE INEQUALITIES

#MainstreamEquality
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0581&from=EN
https://eeas.europa.eu/topics/eu-global-strategy/17304/global-strategy-european-unions-foreign-and-security-policy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/european-consensus-development_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1537433689163&uri=CELEX%3A52018DC0643
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-10350-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-shaping-europes-digital-future_en
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/communication-eu-africa-strategy-join-2020-4-final_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/devco_sp_2020_2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_2184
https://geopolitique.eu/en/2020/12/14/borrell-doctrine/
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en&pubId=8376&furtherPubs=yes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bC9w6v2h6x_bBOKCxkeFNnSjiuFfPNDX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bC9w6v2h6x_bBOKCxkeFNnSjiuFfPNDX/view


“ Thanks to the multidimensional experience of its 
members working closely with people across the globe 

facing various often compounding forms of discrimination, 
CONCORD can offer insights and flag discrepancies between 
commitments and action. Our Confederation looks forward 
to engaging with EU decision-makers to further raise the 
ambition going forward.” 

François Carbonez,  

Chair of CONCORD’s inequalities group

CONCORD is pleased to observe a trend towards increasingly covering inequalities 
in the problem description and priority list of EU policy documents in the field of 
international cooperation.

However, the EU-Africa Strategy, the External Investment Plan, the Africa-Europe 
Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs and the international dimension of the 
Digital Agenda are striking exceptions to this and are particularly equality-blind.

Only two of these documents explicitly mention and properly apply  
a multidimensional and intersectional approach to addressisng inequalities  
in partner countries.

When it comes to proposing targeted solutions, many of the actions remain rather 
vague or abstract.

In terms of mainstreaming equality, very few documents seem to know how to go 
about this in the respective areas they cover.

CONCLUSIONS

#MainstreamEquality

With the support of 
the European Union


