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There is overwhelming evidence that ecosystems, health, productivity, livelihoods and
development are all intricately linked. There is also increasing evidence that climate and
environmental factors, such as pollution, biodiversity loss and ecosystem conversion are
increasing the risks of global shocks and crises emerging, including pandemics and hunger and
malnutrition.
CONCORD therefore urges the EU to adopt responses to climate change and environmental
degradation that integrate a strong social perspective and fully respects human rights and the
EU commitment to fight inequalities.
CONCORD has been advocating for a 50% climate and environment target to be included in the
EU’s external instrument called Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation
Instrument (NDICI). This would allow the EU to tackle climate and environmental challenges
while delivering co-benefits on a wide range of sectors and issues which are interlinked, in line
with the spirit of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The NDICI programming should
operationalise such a target and the following recommendations should be taken into account
when designing EU development cooperation programmes:
● EU cooperation should not only promote the implementation and the realisation of the
Paris Agreement but also of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and other
multilateral environmental agreements as well as support the implementation of
regional conventions (on desertification or water management, for example) and
effective environmental policies of partner countries at both national and regional levels.
● Use the partner countries’ climate change policies and objectives as the basis for the
NDICI programming through adequate funding for mitigation, adaptation, loss and
damage and promote an inclusive stakeholder participation in the elaboration and
implementation of nationally determined contributions (NDCs), National Adaptation
Plans (NAPs) and National Agricultural Investment Plans, among others. Special attention
needs to be paid to the inclusion of women’s rights organisations in those discussions,
as they are the most impacted by climate change and have a crucial role to play to bring
about solutions.
● Take into account strong environmental, social and human rights safeguards throughout
the NDICI programming process. Ensure a green, just and fair transition towards low
carbon development in the EU’s efforts to promote jobs and economic progress
including for funds channelled via the European Fund for Sustainable Development plus
(EFSD+).
● In order to respect the 100% climate-proofed commitment and the ‘do no harm’
principle, conduct environmental and climate screenings (encompassing mitigation and
adaptation) and a rights-based assessment for any programmes financed under NDICI in
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order to avoid any harmful activities such as fossil fuel production, overfishing,
unsustainable animal farming, industrial agribusiness, or commodity production/imports
which cause deforestation, biodiversity loss or land and water grabs. In particular, set
up appropriate and compulsory, free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) monitoring and
complaint mechanisms applying to institutions/organisations signing guarantee
agreements under the EFSD+ and benefiting from the EU investment facilities.
Support holistic climate and environment solutions that prioritise ecosystem resilience
and restoration, nature-based solutions, agroecology and agroforestry, taking into
account the rights, needs and aspirations of local groups and communities.
The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated many of the cracks in our food systems that
are threatened by climate change, land degradation, nature loss, incoherent policies, and
chronic underinvestment. To address this crisis and the linked challenges of climate
change and biodiversity loss, the EU should support diversified, ecologically and socially
sustainable and nutritious food systems. Particularly, those based on agroecology and
small-scale food producers, many of whom are women.
Support agriculture and rural development focused on strengthening and supporting
territorial markets, where most economic interactions around food take place. Since it is
estimated that smallholder farmers produce 70% of the food consumed globally1, they
must benefit from this support.
Integrate and value the local and indigenous knowledge, through adequate community
dialogue, when developing solutions and programmes aiming at sustainable food
production, community resilience, environmental protection and adaptation to climate
change. Local populations should be supported to rediscover, adapt and use their
knowledge. Local, small-scale and low-cost approaches should be scaled up.
Put traditional peoples’ communities and community-led initiatives in the lead for
conservation projects due to the role they play in climate mitigation. The Climate, Land
Ambition and Rights Alliance (CLARA) showed in its 2018 report, “Missing Pathways to
1.5°C”, the key role that local communities and indigenous people play in ecosystem
protection and the need, therefore, to secure their land rights. Attacks against them and
other environmental rights defenders are on the rise as pressure on natural resources
increases. Protecting and empowering them must be part of the EU’s approach.
Mainstream gender equality in the implementation of the Green Deal. It would be a
grave error to ignore the specific impacts of climate change and environmental
degradation on women and girls. Furthermore, women and girls often play a substantial
role in leading their communities towards more sustainable practices such as in resource
management.
Increase access to credit for community-led projects favouring renewable energy
sources, including fostering access to safe, reliable, renewable and clean energy through
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decentralised solutions in both urban and rural, poor and rich areas, including both ongrid and off-grid solutions.
Focus energy provision more strongly on decentralised micro-generation – small-scale
renewable energy technologies that deliver energy needs locally. Mounting evidence
shows that decentralised renewable energy generation is the fastest and most costeffective way to ensure affordable energy access, especially in rural areas.
Support job creation and entrepreneurship which contribute to preserving or restoring
the environment in existing industries or new green sectors. Sustainable and equitable
environmental transformation can create large numbers of decent work and small and
medium enterprise opportunities, especially in countries where the potential is still to
be unleashed. This requires a broad range of skills and a massive investment in education
and vocational training as well as the mainstreaming of green skills and a culture for
social and environmental responsibility through education and training.
Promote sustainable, transparent and accountable use and integrated management of
natural resources, including strengthening of the EU Forest Law Enforcement
Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Voluntary Partnership Agreements with timberproducing countries. Adopt new measures, including legislative ones, to prevent
unsustainably and illegally sourced commodities linked to deforestation, forest
degradation and ecosystem conversion as well as human rights violations, being placed
on the EU market.
It is also essential to tackle environmental crime and wildlife trafficking and illegal,
unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU fishing) in close consultation with and with the
involvement of local populations. This would require support to civil society’s advocacy
in favour of the sustainable, transparent, integrated and equitable management of
natural resources.
In addition, the EU should make sure that private European companies, benefiting from
its support and the EFSD+ guarantees, contribute to the sustainable management of and
trade in natural resources, including by paying their fair share of taxes and by fully
respecting the human rights of the populations in concerned areas.
Environmental taxes can take many forms, such as taxes on energy, transport, pollution
or resource extraction. Environmental taxes tend to be used to try to influence behaviour
and discourage the consumption of more polluting substances. When partner countries
consider introducing such taxes, the EU should support their efforts to ensure
progressivity of all carbon taxes in their design, i.e. making sure they don’t harm the
poorest most.
Air, water and soil pollution and its impact on health should be addressed with solutions
for its prevention and reduction.
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