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Joint ACP-EU Civil Society Statement on ACP-EU 
relations beyond 2020 

 
This statement was delivered by civil society representatives during a multi-stakeholder 

debate on ACP-EU relations after 2020, held on 7 December 2016 at the Permanent 
Representation of the Slovak Republic to the EU, in the framework of an open debate 

coordinated by CONCORD and the Slovak Presidency. 
 

Please note that this document is not a position paper. It is the starting point of a joint 
reflection among several ACP and EU civil society organisations (CSOs) 1 on the future 
relations between ACP and EU countries for the post-2020 (‘post-Cotonou’) period. The 

content of this document is based on discussions between ACP and EU CSOs during a 
seminar organised by CONCORD and the IFP on 6 and 7 December 2016.2 

 
Introduction 
 
Many discussions are taking place about the future of the EU-ACP partnership. Within civil 
society there are also different positions that have been developed on different issues and we 
have only now started a process of identifying issues of common concern. Therefore this is 
not yet a final position among civil society and our positions will likely evolve. However we did 
want to share with you some important points that emerged from our discussion over the past 
day and half. 

Principles  

Recent years have seen the adoption of very important international frameworks that have 
the potential of putting us on a path of truly inclusive and sustainable development for the 
benefit of people, especially the poorest and most vulnerable, and planet. In particular, a lot 
of energies and efforts have been undertaken to agree on the transformative ‘Agenda 2030’ 
and its SDGs. This agenda is universal and fully integrates the three dimensions of sustainable 
development, including good governance. Therefore we believe that we need to start from 
national priorities and sustainable development strategies that are aligned with the 
implementation of Agenda 2030 and SDGs, as well as the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, 
in line with the key principle of democratic ownership.  

Instead, the six priorities proposed by the EU as the focus of the future partnership do not 
seem to be coherent with the comprehensive and integrated approach of Agenda 2030, 
therefore we don’t support the choice of focusing on only specific priorities.  

                                                 
1Please refer to the list of registered participants at the end of this document. 
2More information is available at https://concordeurope.org/what-we-do/promoting-civil-society-
space/cotonou-process/.  

https://concordeurope.org/what-we-do/promoting-civil-society-space/cotonou-process/
https://concordeurope.org/what-we-do/promoting-civil-society-space/cotonou-process/
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Moreover, we regret that key principles of Agenda 2030 implementation are missing from the 
EC proposal, such as leave no one behind, presenting our current model of economic growth 
based on GDP as inadequate and the need for alternative measures of progress. Similarly the 
importance of promoting Policy Coherence for Sustainable development PC(s)D is not 
strongly addressed despite being a Lisbon treaty provision. 

As an example, In the Cotonou agreement, the approach on migration had a narrow focus: 
mainly on return and readmission which is incoherent with the Universal Human Right 
Declaration: “(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the 
borders of each state. (2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his(her) own, 
and to return to his(her) country”. 

The review of Art 13 of the CPA in the future of EU-ACP relations should guarantee the full 
enjoyment of human rights of all migrants regardless of migration status. Human rights and 
dignity, and the development objectives need to be at the core of any agreement on 
migration, instead of migration management and border control objectives. The EU launched 
many reforms in 2015 and 2016 in the areas of migration and development (Valetta Summit, 
EU-Turkey deal; New Partnership Framework).  The use of aid for negotiating more restrictive 
border control and readmission agreements is not acceptable. More than 4650 persons died 
in the Mediterranean sea in 2016 and more than 3750 in 2015, therefore creating more legal 
ways for migration is needed to reduce the human costs of migration. 

The sustainable use of natural resources is crucial for EU-ACP relations. Therefore, the 
principles of “Free Prior Informed consent“ and the precautionary principles need to be 
implemented and the rights of indigenous communities respected. 

We need a people centered partnership which puts strong emphasis on accountability in the 
implementation of  internationally agreed standards in relation to human rights, social, labour 
and environmental standards and allow for citizens to monitor the respect for these 
engagements. 

At all levels of the partnership and cooperation, political dialogue should serve to identify 
issues of common concern and interest and to build a common understanding of these issues 
and subsequently identify common solutions. For this to happen we need trust and respect 
between equal partners.  

This has not always been the case. For example in the framework of EPAs negotiations, there 
was no common understanding about how they could become instruments for development. 
Consequently EPAs did not produce the expected results in terms of structural transformation 
of ACP economies, regional integration and did not deliver benefits for the people that are 
most affected by structural poverty. 

Common issues for the partnership 

Amongst all issues covered comprehensively in the SDGs, we would like to highlight the 
importance of the following that should be at the core of EU-ACP partnership:   
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Human development in its broad understanding, including respect for human rights and non- 
discrimination, gender equality, wellbeing, access to health and education, dignity, social 
justice and access to decent jobs in respect of core labor standards.  

Equally important is to tackle climate change (Paris Agreement), environmental degradation 
and the unsustainable and unfair use of natural resources, for example through extractive 
industries and to promote and support sustainable food systems and agriculture and family 
farming.  

Tax justice, tackling tax avoidance and illicit financial flows and Private Sector corporate 
accountability are also essential to enhance domestic resource mobilization and fighting 
inequalities.  

With regards to the issue of trade and EPAs, as highlighted by the EU evaluation, it is clear that 
free trade agreements are everything but tools for regional integration and sustainable 
development.  Therefore we believe that on trade and economic relations between the EU 
and the ACP regions and RECs, the future agreement  

– should establish Sustainable development principles  as guiding EU-ACP trade relations; 
– should NOT contain binding commitments to conclude EPAs  or to enlarge or expand the 

existing EPAs.  
– should take into account that the family farmers and those working in the informal 

economy constitutes the largest part of the “private sector” and should be supported and 
enabled; 

– should not create more rights and opportunities for the large investors whether EU or 
ACP to undermine the livelihoods and land rights of the majority of the people; 

– should put in place checks and balances and accountability mechanisms that provide the 
means for civil society and grass root organisations to monitor the negotiation and 
implementation of trade agreements in respect of the partnership principles; 

Regional issues and priorities for Africa, the Pacific, the Caribbean 
and Europe  

With full respect to the principle of democratic ownership and co-responsibility we strongly 
recommend that regional priorities are identified through proper political dialogue and 
consultative process with civil society and other stakeholders.  

Structure of the future Agreement 

We support the unity of the Africa, Caribbean and Pacific group and look forward to the 
restructuring of its institutions to face today’s and future challenges in a changing world. We 
look forward to the Eminent Persons Group Report to see how the ACP group will see its role 
going forward and strengthening its role, because this is key to maintain a future just 
agreement between the EU and ACP.  
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In this context it could be worth exploring further the scenario proposed by the EC with an 
overarching structure as umbrella framework as well as the three regional pillars. Whatever 
final decision is taken by the two parties we think that the structure of the agreement should: 

1. increase the performance of both the EU and ACP in the implementation of Agenda 
2030 and SDGs  

2. reinforce the unity and solidarity of the ACP and promote more South South 
cooperation 

3. enable the ACP and EU to address issues of common concerns at the regional level. 
4. strengthen the roles of the ACP and its three regions in the global arena 
5. ensure that the regional characteristics are brought to fore, while maintaining a 

coherent approach with global issues 
6. enable the ACP to engage in political dialogue with the EU and other international 

entities 

Role of civil society in the future partnership 

Civil society organisations (CSOs) are legitimate actors of cooperation with an essential role to 
play in the ACP-EU relations and therefore the Cotonou Partnership Agreement ‘acquis’ for CS 
participation needs to be retained and reinforced. For that reason it should be included in the 
legally binding principles of the agreement.  

The notion of NSA included in the Cotonou Partnership Agreement has led to confusion of 
roles and identities and failed to recognise and respect the distinctive nature and role of CSOs 
as an asset in any democratic society and the NSA terminology should be abandoned. The EC 
communication of 2012 is a useful reference regarding the definition and roles of civil society.  

The full and meaningful engagement of CS in the design and implementation of the future 
ACP-EU partnership must be ensured, by: 

x Putting in place an inclusive, structured participatory dialogue mechanism, engaging 
the diverse types of civil society organisations from both the ACP and the EU.  

x This dialogue mechanism should be based on existing Civil Society structures and 
established at the different levels of governance – national, regional and interregional. 
It should cover political dialogue, trade and policy and programme design, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation. This will promote greater transparency, 
accountability, effectiveness and ownership of the ACP-EU partnership. 

New ways to engage a broader range of CS actors in the partnership through public dialogue 
should be explored. Particular attention should be paid to grassroots organisations, who can 
reach out to people and communities more easily, and less formally organised groups that 
defend the common interests and rights of vulnerable and discriminated communities. 

The partnership should include a commitment to provide the adequate political and financial 
support to ACP and EU local, national and regional civil society organisations for developing 
their capacity as independent, inclusive and representative actors and allowing them to 
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enhance Intra-ACP CSO cooperation and dialogue as well as information sharing, dialogue and 
joint actions between ACP and EU CSOs.  

Next steps   

We recognize there are issues that would need to be addressed further in the upcoming 
months, for instance the possible inclusion of North Africa or other countries beyond the ACP 
group. We look forward to hearing the position of the ACP group about this and the scenarios 
that they would put forward. 

Between now and the time that the EU and ACP group consolidate their respective negotiation 
mandates, efforts should be made on both sides in raising awareness about the negotiation 
process, reaching out to concerned people and stakeholders. We therefore call for a very 
clear, transparent and open process that allows for engagement of civil society before the 
negotiating mandates are set, as well as beyond, during the official negotiation process and 
expect a clear commitment from both parties to this inclusive process.  
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About this statement 
 
This statement was jointly developed by ACP and EU civil society representatives during a 
seminar on 6-7 December co-organised by CONCORD and the IFP. The list of registerered 
participants is available below. Please note that this list includes civil society representatives 
beyond the membership of CONCORD and the IFP, both in the EU and in the ACP Group of 
States.    
 

CONCORD Secretariat 
Organisation Name    

CONCORD Ella Masle-Farquhar 

CONCORD Lonne Poissonnier 
CONCORD Claudia Conticello 

CONCORD Zuzana Sladkova 

CONCORD Blandine Bouniol 

 
CONCORD members: National Platforms and their members 

   Organisation Name Organisation Name 
Austria Steffie Neyens France  Katarzyna 

Lemanska 
Belgium Rachel De Plaen France Jacques Bertholot 

Belgium Oumou ZéOu Germany Hildegard 
Hagemann 

Belgium March MaesOu Germany  Cécile Vernant 

Belgium Jean-Jacques 
GrodentOu 

Germany Renee Tollenaar 

Belgium Nicolas Vanuffelu Hungary Bálint Hamvas 

Bulgaria Alya-Nedyalka Veder Malta Marcelle Bugre 

Bulgaria Liuba Zaharieva Slovak Republic Maria Sliacka 

Denmark  Birte Hald Slovak Republic Dagmar Mekinova 

Denmark  Astrid Ahlberg Spain Carlos Cabo 

Estonia Sigrid Solnik   
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CONCORD members: Networks 
Organisation    Name 

Act Alliance EU Karine Sohet 
ActionAid Isabelle Brachet 

CARE Omar Garcia 
Caritas Bon Van Dillen 
CBM Ariane Lignier 

Habitat for Humanity Zuzana Matusova 

IPPF Vania Freitas 

IPPF Eef Wuyts 

Oxfam International Hilary Jeune 

Plan EU Pilar Campos 

SOLIDAR Maurice Claassens 

SOS Children Villages 
International 

      Barbara Stricker 

SOS Children Villages 
International 

Sarah Hiff 

World Vision Deirdre Deburca 

 
Other organisations 

Organisation    Name Organisation Name 
ACV International (ETUC) Karin Debroey Federation Togolaise 

des Associations de 
Personnes Handicapées 

(FETAPH) 

Komivi Ayassou 

Adviser to CONCORD Gerard 
Karlshausen 

Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung Katharina Patzelt 

ADISCO Leon Ndikunkiko International Forum of 
NGO Platforms (IFP)  

Magda Elena Toma 

AVSI Foundation Lucia Conti Consultant for the 
International Forum of 

NGO Platforms (IFP)  

Olivier Consolo 

CAD Mali Souleymane 
Dembele 

ITUC Joan Lanfranco 

Caribbean Policy 
Development Centre (CPDC) 

 
Renwick Rose 

Lumos Irina Papancheva 

Associate members of CONCORD 
Organisation    Name 

WWF Margherita Solca 

WWF Sally Nicholson 
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Coalition for the 
International Criminal Court 

      Amina 
Kussainova 

Pacific Advocacy 
Network on 

Globalisation (PAN) & 
Adviser to the 

government of the 
Solomon Islands 

(Fei) Fe’iloakitau 
Kaho Tevi 

C Counter Balance  Xavier Sol Red Cross EU Office Irene Mosqueira 

East Cape Agricultural 
Research Project (ECARP) 

Lali Naidoo REPAOC (Guy) Aho Tete 
Benissan 

Entraide & Fraternité Doriane Henry de 
Frahan 

REPONGAC       Robert Mabala 

European Partnerhip for 
Democracy 

Leon Hemkemeyer ROPPA Nadjirou Sali 

European Partnership for 
Democracy 

Anna Zangrossi SPONG  
Roukiattou 
Ouédraogo 

European Peacebuilding 
Liaison Office (EPLO) 

Colin Cogitore Terre des Jeunes du 
Burundi – Transnational 

Jean Nkeshimana 

Fair Trade Advocacy Office Alicia Sinigaglia The Association for the 
Physically Disabled of 
Kenya Coast Branch 

Jemimah Kutata 

Federation generale du 
travail de Belgique (FGTB) 

Thierry Aerts The Association for the 
Physically Disabled of 
Kenya Coast Branch 

Christina Kutata 

Federation Internationale de 
la Diaspora Afar (FIDA) 

       Hellem Bodaya Uganda National Young 
Farmers association 

(UNYFA) 

Kabiito Denis 

Federation Togolaise des 
Associations de Personnes 

Handicapées (FETAPH) 

 
Adjoa Zewu 

Youth Without Borders 
– Tunisia 

Ahmed Allouch 

 


