
 

 

 

Mr Jean-Claude Juncker 

President of the European Commission 

European Commission 

200, Rue de la Loi 

B-1049 Brussels 

 

Brussels, 19 January 2017 

 

 

Subject: Civil Society input ahead of 25 March Rome Summit at the occasion of the 

60th anniversary of the Treaties of Rome 

 

Dear President Juncker, 

 

Our four Civil Society and Trade Union Organisations believe that the 60th Anniversary of the 

Treaties of Rome presents a unique opportunity to relaunch a vision  for a European Union 

that is inclusive, open, just, sustainable, and that works for women and men of all ages, social 

backgrounds and nations.   

This belief is supported by more than 170 Civil Society Organisations and Trade Unions across 

Europe, who hold that that the global sustainable development agenda – which puts 

People, Planet and Prosperity for all at its core – offers not only a recipe for a better 

world but also a vision that can renew the interest of European citizens. The attached 

joint statement represents a unique consensus across a diverse range of sectors and has received 

support by European political groups and prominent Europeans such as Jacques Delors. 

We urge you to reflect this common vision in the European Commission’s forthcoming White 

Paper on ‘the Future of the EU, including on the future of EMU’, to be presented to Heads of State 

and Government ahead of the Rome Summit. According to a recent Eurobarometer 

survey, Europeans cited social equality and solidarity, as well as environmental 

protection, as the areas which should be emphasised by society in order to face 

major global challenges1.  

Limiting the scope of the upcoming White Paper would be a missed  opportunity to revitalise the 

spirit of the EU, which goes far beyond the Monetary Union, and to reconnect with its citizens. 

 

                                                           
1
 Special Eurobarometer 451 on the ‘Future of Europe’, December 2016 



 

We stand ready to help shape this inclusive future inspired by the attached statement, which will 

be followed by more concrete proposals from Civil Society in the coming weeks. 

We wish to thank you in advance for your attention and consideration. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Geneviève Pons, 

Director, WWF European Policy Office 

Montserrat Mir,  

Confederal Secretary, ETUC 

 

 

 

 

Johannes Trimmel,  

President, CONCORD Europe 

Allan Päll, 

Secretary General, European Youth Forum 

 

 


