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Welcomes and thanks 
I want to start by thanking our host city of Ghent - and noting that we represent here civil 
society in its broadest sense: trades unions, cooperatives, associations and NGOs and 
pressure groups as well as local authorities to debate in this Forum EU external policies and 
practices - I want to thank colleagues from the PfD task team (especially Izabella Toth of 
Cordaid) for all their hard work preparing this event.  I also want to thank DG Manservisi for 
being here today and for his and DG Devco’s commitment to dialogue with civil society as a 
key actor in shaping EU policy. I want to pay tribute to his team’s hard work in working with 
us to prepare this event. 
 

Eastern Partnership and Black Sea CSOs 
It is significant that this is the first European version of the Forum and want to highlight and 
welcome the participation of colleagues from the Eastern Partnership CS Forum and Black Sea 
CSO Forum - we face many common challenges and together we are stronger so, irrespective 
of enlargement timetables and the relationships on a state level, civil society (I would add 
local government) needs to stick together in solidarity and together fight for social justice in 
European policies whether on the continent of globally.   
 

Translating Agenda 2030 and Development Consensus into practice  
In a changing, complex and increasingly interconnected world, “carrying on as we are” or 
“doing less together” are simply not options for the European Union or its member states. 
Poverty, inequality, shrinking civic space, human insecurity, climate change and 
environmental degradation, violence and human rights violations – all are still part of our 
world’s shared reality.  
 
The EU demonstrated great leadership in making the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development a transformative political framework, and it made positive and constructive 
contributions to the Paris climate agreement and to human rights conventions such as the 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The EU Consensus on Development 
sets out how the EU will support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda outside Europe. The 
Global Strategy for the EU’s Foreign and Security Policy implies a commitment to living up 
to EU values, making a positive difference in the world, and acting responsibly as a global 
stakeholder. 
 
The EU collectively face yet another challenge - how to reflect these existing commitments 
and live up to the values that have inspired the EU’s creation and development in its policies 
and programmes (not least its major development instruments, other policies that have a 



 

 

bearing on other parts of the world like to EU’s agricultural and competition policies and of 
course in the next Multiannual Financial Framework. This is crucial for the EU to preserve its 
role as the major global development and humanitarian aid donor and as a leader in the fight 
against climate change. 
 

Civil society as a vital element of European values  
A vibrant civil society is a building block for the European values such as respect for human 
dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law, human rights and gender equality. Civil 
society also has a crucial role to play in catalysing transformative social and economic change. 
For civil society organisations to play their role they need adequate space, opportunity and 
support.  The recent denial of a civil society voice at the EU-AU summit in Abidjan is a very 
worrying sign about the commitment to CS inclusion and more cast iron guarantees of CS 
participation need to be baked into new agreements (the successor to the Cotonou 
Agreement for example). 
 
Civil society actors - as well as local authorities, private sector operators like cooperatives, 
labour organisations and other not for profile actors can also play an critical part as 
implementers of EU policies and projects.  We maintain a link between external policy and 
the european public, we have highly relevant expertise, strong relations with our colleagues 
in partner countries and finally this operational role helps nourish the quality and authenticity 
of our policy work.  In the next MFF, the EU must commit to strengthening a pluralistic and 
diverse local civil society through sufficient funding across all its instruments and programmes 
and via dedicated civil society programme, such as the current CSO-LA thematic programme 
under DCI. 
 
 

Civil society contribution to the policy process   
The three themes of this Forum are well chosen.   

● SDGs as a trigger for increased Policy coherence? 

● An enabling environment for CS and, 

● Trends in Migration and security and increasing investment in development 

 
These characterise well the ‘modernisation’ of development cooperation - how this 
modernisation take shape will determine whether we make meaningful, game changing 
progress in tackling inequalities, social justice and climate change or not. I want to highlight 
the impressive work done recently by colleagues on relevant topics outlining concrete 
recommendation on how to ensure EU policies work for the many and not the few: 
 

- the SDGs and how to assess the impact of EU policies;  
- the EU Trust fund for Africa highlighting the dangers for Development cooperation in 

becoming an instrument for EU migration policy  
- Aidwatch that monitors Aid levels and show the trend of inflated levels with costs that 

the public would be surprised count as aid (including the fact that more aid is spend 
in Europe on refugee hosting and debt repayments than in the most fragile states). 

 

https://concordeurope.org/what-we-do/sustainable-development/
https://concordeurope.org/2017/10/12/impact-eu-policies-world/
https://concordeurope.org/2017/11/22/eu-trust-fund-africa-ep-event/
https://concordeurope.org/2017/10/17/aidwatch-report-2017/


 

 

 
It is good that together we can also discuss the role of the private sector in development, 
including in agriculture and food security. Our contribution to the debate is to show what 
kinds of private sector actors can best cherish local communities both financially and 
socially.  To quote the recent CONCORD report developed with many partners here today 
(Cooperative and Fairtrade movement) “Cooperatives, social enterprises and other forms of 
people-centred business often lead the way in providing decent jobs, sustainable livelihoods 
and inclusive solutions to social problems”. Civil society will be prepare (indeed will insist!) 
on a meaningful dialogue on the implementation of the new EIP and other instruments and 
their transparency and monitoring to ensure they meet the goals of sustainable 
development for those too often left behind.   
 
The EIP will capture an important part of development assistance, in spite of the lack of 
evidence that blending is a modality that effectively contributes to sustainable 
development in its four dimensions.  The main benefit of blending so far has been to increase 
foreign investments in the Global South, but whether  this has improved environmental 
protection, economic and social rights of the people living in those countries, offered decent 
jobs opportunities for women, or strengthened civic participation in projects has not yet been 
demonstrated. 
 

Agenda 2030 
On the Sustainable development Goals, the EU should adopt an overarching strategy that sets 
out concretely how it will reach the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at home and 
abroad over the next 12 years. Given the impact of EU policies in the world and the other way 
around, these two processes - external and internal - cannot happen in parallel. This should 
be done urgently. 
 
Stakeholders/CSOs need to be closely involved in both the implementation of the European 
Consensus as well an the upcoming monitoring and review of this implementation, in the 
run up to the EU’s report to the 2019 High-level Political Forum. 
 
 
To close this intervention, I wish you an open, respectful and above all productive dialogue 
over the next two days. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://concordeurope.org/2017/11/02/private-sector-and-development-euractiv-op-ed/
https://concordeurope.org/2017/11/30/private-sector-in-agriculture/
https://concordeurope.org/what-we-do/sustainable-development/eu-reaching-goals/


 
 

 

 


