
 
 

CONCORD AidWatch Report 2021 
Call for consultant: statistician 

March 2020 
Introduction 
In the framework of the preparation of the AidWatch Report 2021, CONCORD Europe, the              
European Confederation of Development and Relief NGOs, is launching a call for external             
consultants. Each year, CONCORD publishes the annual AidWatch Report on the quantity            
and quality of European ODA. It is launched in Brussels and EU Member States and used to                 
inform coordinated EU lobby work to influence policy makers and hold governments to             
account on their aid pledges. 
 

Timeline 

The work should be carried out between end-April 2021 and June 2021. 
 

Job description 
The main tasks of the work would consist in: 

● Contributing to develop a questionnaire for quantitative and qualitative data          
collection from CONCORD’s National Platforms (task to be done under the lead of             
the writer of the report (consultant) and in consultation with FFSD Policy group and              
the AW National Platforms focal points);  

● Based on the AidWatch methodology, analysing OECD DAC statistics (CRS) in general            
for 2020 and on selected issues (to be decided) for the period 2014-2020 - which               
aligns with the current EU Multiannual Financial Framework - to build the AidWatch             
2021 report database 

● Drawing some additional projections on debt relief for selected EU countries for a             
comparison between the two OECD methodologies (cash flows vs grant equivalent). 

● Producing the relevant graphs and tables for both the overview chapter and the             
country pages. 

● Producing one-page key recommendations on how to improve and update the           
AidWatch report methodology. 

 

Report content and format 

Background 
As a CONCORD flagship report, AidWatch (AW) monitors the quantity and quality of the EU               
and its Member States ODA annually. The 2021 report will be the opportunity to analyse the                
ODA levels of EU donors in 2020 (4 ‘E’s). With more evidence and data, the report will be                  
better placed to assess the actual impact of COVID-19 on EU ODA in 2020, both in terms of                  
quantity and quality.  
 
Objectives 
The AidWatch report is both an accountability and an advocacy tool. The report aims to               
keep the EU institutions and national governments accountable on their ODA commitments            
- both in terms of quantity and quality.  
 

 



 

From an advocacy perspective, the AidWatch analysis and messages aim to influence            
international cooperation policy at the EU and Member State levels. The report will be              
released at the beginning of autumn 2021: this timeline will contribute to informed and              
effective advocacy by national platforms vis-à-vis their governments to influence          
negotiations on national budgets. At the EU level, the report will represent an important              
contribution to shaping EU aid implementation (Neighbourhood, Development and         
International Cooperation Instrument) by the European Commission, with its Delegations. 
 
Format 
We want to keep the report as short as possible. The report will include an overview,                
organised as follows: 

- an introduction (1-2 pages)  
- 4 ‘E’s section (7-8 pages, including graphs and recommendations): 

- Enough ODA 
- Employing ODA correctly 
- Effective ODA 
- Equality-focused ODA 

- Thematic section (4 pages including recommendations): focused on the final EU           
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) agreement. 

 
The report will also include the individual country pages (whose text will be prepared by the                
National Platforms). 
 
Methodology 
Under the OECD DAC’s official definition of aid, donors can report a number of financial               
flows that, in CONCORD’s opinion, do not genuinely contribute to the objectives of             
development cooperation. To give a more accurate picture of donors’ efforts to reduce             
poverty and inequality, the AidWatch methodology discounts the following items from net            
ODA flows (for more information, see the relevant sections that follow): 

● spending on international students in the donor country; 
● spending on receiving refugees in the donor country; 
● interest repayments on concessional loans, which should instead be considered a           

‘negative’ budget item; 
● debt relief and future interest on cancelled debts; 
● the additional cost of tied aid, in this report estimated at 15% of partially tied aid and                 

30% of tied aid. 
The rationale for discounting these items is based on two principles: an assessment of              
whether or not they contribute to development based on the aid effectiveness principles,             
and whether or not they represent a genuine transfer of resources to developing countries.              
Measuring aid inflation in relation to an overall aid budget, however, tends to minimise the               
real extent of the problem. The level of aid inflation is best perceived as a share of the                  
bilateral aid budget, because it is only possible to estimate it in relation to the expenses                
managed directly by donors. Consequently, ‘genuine aid’ is the sum of all multilateral aid              
and ‘genuine bilateral aid’ (meaning bilateral ODA disbursements, in constant 2019 prices,            
minus the already mentioned inflated aid items). 
 
Please see the https://concordeurope.org/2016/01/09/aidwatch-reports/ for examples of       
the previous reports. 

 

https://concordeurope.org/2016/01/09/aidwatch-reports/


 

 

Candidate profile 

Successful candidates for this offer will respond as much as possible to the following profile: 
Essential: 

● Experience of quantitative and qualitative data analysis and statistics. 
● Familiarity with databases such as OECD DAC CSR, EU Open Data portal, EU Aid              

Explorer. 
● Excellent English writing and editing skills;  
● Excellent knowledge of EU Development Cooperation issues. 
● Very good understanding and knowledge of the aid/development effectiveness         

agenda, of DAC and EU ODA reporting rules. 
● Experience of coordinating and managing CSOs networks or multiple stakeholders          

would be an advantage. 
Desirable: 

● Experience of working in the NGO environment, with complex multicultural          
networks and under pressure. 

● Some experience in communication. 
 

Application process 
To apply for this post, please send: 

● your CV outlining your relevant expertise to meet this assignment (1 page max); 
● your proposal on how you will undertake this research, including a suggested            

number of days and their distribution between the different tasks and phases of the              
work and your day rate (2 pages max). 

Please submit this to Riccardo Roba (riccardo.roba@concordeurope.org) and Celia Cranfield          
(celia.cranfield@concordeurope.org) by 28 March at midnight cob.  1

 
For any additional information, don't hesitate to contact Riccardo at his email address             
riccardo.roba@concordeurope.org before the deadline. 

1 The call was launched publicly on CONCORD website on 8 March 2021 (available until 28 March end of the 
day). 
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